


April 28, Unified Year 1926 
The Empire 
Imperial Capital Berun 


Somewhere on 
- the Outskirts 
































THERE'S 


WHO COULD 
HAVE KNOWN 
THIS WOULD 
DRAG ON 
$0 LONG? 





«turned x Spri 
into hostilities / ) long-standing ve, y 
when the Empire As. f border friction nis F 
responded to the between the . zp ay 
Entente Alliance's : Regadonia so 
violation of its Vy Entente 
borders with a ‘ \K Alliance and 
declaration of war. a § the Empire... 


no reason why 
the Empire, 
a far stronger 
country, 
Should lose to 
Regadonia. 


It was 
obvious 
to anyone 
how the 
war would 
go, but... 


«when 
the Empire 
defeated 
surrounding the Entente 
countries, Alliance... 
..declared war one fearing the 
after the other in birth of a 
accordance with hegemonic 
their national , 


state on the 
defense plans. continent... 





but 
Sinally, only 
In order one enemy 
to challenge the remains. 
Frangois Republic 
head-on, the 
Empire musters 
what little strength 
it has left. 


I CAN'T 
COME 


we, 
CARE OF wuILe. 
yOu- j 


Hs 
: men! 


IVE 
GOT TO 00 
WHATEVER 

/T TAKES TO 
END THIS 
WAR, 





And then, 


The Empire two years 
has used up 
much of its 
national power 
on operations 
on multiple 
fronts... 


WE WON'T 
LAST MUCH 
LONGER.../1! 
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The Devil of the Rhine V 


‘Ihe Saga of Bete 2 
Sanya the vit 
Chapter: 











The Same Day 
Berun Imperial Army 
General Staff Office 





“| Joint Meeting of the Service 
Corps and Operations 


ssREGARDING |] | MEETING 


BETWEEN 
AND CONS OF HA THE SERVICE 
f CORPS AND 
OFFENSIVE - fe OPERATIONS /} 
oFrensive  \, = 






























AS WE 
SPEAK, BOTH 
COUNTRIES’ 
ARMIES HAVE 
MASSED THEIR 
REMAINING 
FORCES ON THE 
RHINE LINES. 


NECESSARY. 


+ THE DATA ON 
THE WESTERN 
ARMY GROUP 
THAT SHOULD 
BE UPHOLDING 
THE LINES... 


+ THE ONLY KNOW 










ENEMY WE 
HAVE LEFT 
IS THE 
FRANCOIS 
REPUBLIC. 











CLOSE RACE 
THAT WILL 
BE DECIDED 

By WHO 
CAN MOST 
EFFECTIVELY 
USE... 














I CAN SAY 
WITHOUT 
RESERVA- 
TION THAT... 


THE WAY 
WE WAGE 
WAR HAS 
CHANGED. 


+ HOW 
WELL CAN 
WE REALLY 
GRASP WHAT 
1S ACTUALLY 
GOING ON? 


BUT 
AT CENTRAL, 
WHERE A TABLE 
IN A MEETING 
ROOM 15 OUR 
BATTLEFIELD... 


|) 


THE SITUATION 
CHANGES FROM 
MOMENT TO 
MOMENT. JUST 
GETTING A 
HANDLE ON /T 


; 1S INCREDIBLY 
N DIFFICULT. 
\ CAN Sar OAS 


COMMANDERS 
IN THE FIELD 
MAY HAVE A 
VAGUE SENSE 
OF IT6 CURRENT 
STATUS... 





N THE DIFFICULTY 
OF BREAKING 
THROUGH VIA A 
DIRECT ASSALILT 
HAS BEEN 
DEMONSTRATED 


MOUNTAIN 
OF IMPERIAL 
CORPSES 
PILING UP 


we THROUGH 
EFFICIENT, 
CONSISTENT 


OUR ONLY 
OPTION 1S 
70 CHIP AWAY 


AT THEIR 
POSITIONS... 
















1 THAT'S 
IMPOSSIBLE 
GIVEN HOW 

STRAINED OUR 

LOGISTICS 









WE NEED 
A DEFINITIVE 
STRIKE THAT 
WILL CHANGE <a 

THE COURSE OF 

THE WAR...// 














IT HAS 
TO BE AN 
AMPHIBIOUS 
OPERATION, 















OH-HO... 


LIKE THE 
sus tae Lae THe 
BACK WITH 
LANDING 
FORCES... 











IF WE 
REORGANIZE 
THE DIVISION 
IN NORDEN... 


We'LL 
STRIKE 
AROUND THE 
REAR OF 
THE TRENCH 
CRUSH BATTLE LIKE 


THE ENEMY 
BETWEEN 


HAMMER 
AND ANVIL. 





+.AND 
WE PUT 
ALL THOSE 
FORCES 
UNDER THE 
+00 YOU ALBION 
cy COMMON- 
LTH’S. 
THEY'LL we 
STAND 
QUIETLY 
BY? 


AT 
THIS POINT, 
WITH THE 
FORCES WE 

VE... 


You've 
GOT THE 
PRINCIPLE 

OF THE 
THING... 


IF THE 
IMPERIAL 
FLEET 
ENTERED THE 
DODOBIRD 
STRAIT... 












AS YOU 
MUST 
commonweactn BE Well 
IS NOT EAGER BWARE is 













INVALKED” FOR THE EMPIRE 
RIGHT UP TO COME OUT 






TO THEM. VICTORIOUS. 


DEVOTING WE SHOULD 
ENERGY TO AVOID NASTY 


A WAR WITH ] 
ALBION AT ) PROVOCATIONS. 


THIS POINT 
WOULD BE... 





WE'D HAVE 
TO PUT ON 
OUR SABERS, . 
BECOME | _ YOU'RE 
REGULAR /| SAYING WE 
SOLDIERS, 
AND TAKE 
A HAIL OF 
BULLETS... 





I'VE BEEN 
OVER THESE 
ISSUES WITH 
GENERAL VON 
RUDERSDORF. 


THE IDEA HAS 
ALREADY MADE 
THE ROUNDS /N 

THE GENERAL 
STAFF OFFICE. 


Nillta., 





OR— IE THE 
I DON'T _ cOMMON- 
EVEN WANT “wealTy 
TOTHINE § spHows 
ABOUT IT, 
BuT— 
THE RUSSY 
FEDERATION 
OR THE 
UNIFIED 
STATES...? 


“PREDIC- 
TIONS 
ON THE 
SHAPE AND 
DIRECTION 
OF THE 
CURRENT 
WAR." 


THOSE 
FEARS WILL 
BECOME 
REALITY. 


IF OUR ONLY 
OPPONENT |S 
THE REPUBLIC, 
WE STILL HAVE 
A CHANCE OF 
WINNING. 











1.70 PUT lf 1s iT 
FORWARD g WISE FOR 
AN OPINION J A HIGH- 


SHE GAVE... cy RANKING 
eZ STAFF 


OFFICER 

















BUT THERE 





HAVE ALREADY 
BEEN INSTANCES 
FOR ae ee PLANS 
EXAMPLE, Th ING USED 
ena IN THE FIELD, 


CONTAINMENT 
DOCTRINE 
EMPLOYING 
MAGE 
BATTALIONS. 


See 


MAGES WERE 
DOWN IN 
TRENCHES, 
SUST LIKE 
THE FOOT 
SOLDIERS... 


+AND ONLY THEY WAIT IN 
SORTIE AS THE GARRISON, 
NECESSARY, SOMEWHAT 
RESPONDING REMOVED FROM 
FLEXIBLY THE LINES, WITH 
AN EYE ON THE 
BATTLE ZONE... 


















EVERYTHING 
WE'RE DOING 
NOW /S FROM 
THAT TIME, 
THAT PLACE... 





+ AND 
WHAT 
SHE SAID 












\ 
S TANYA 
: VON 


s DEGURE- 
= CHAFF 
MM! 














TRUE SHE 
MADE THE 
CUTIES 


OF IT 
BUT WE 
WouLD'vE CLEARER 
GOTTEN 
THERE 
SOONER 
OR LATER. 


I'M NOT 
CONCERNED 

THE GENERAL WITH WHAT IS 
STAFF HAD ALL MAKING YOU 
THE ELEMENTS HESITATE. 
OF THAT PLAN 

FROM THE 

BEGINNING. 


CONSIDER 
MYSELF... 





EXISTING 
++ THERE 
16 NO DOCTRINE 


AND 
OPTIMAL 
way To ALHES 
BREAK OUT” 
OF THE 
CURRENT 
SITUATION. 















2AW, 
tH zawa 


se THAT'S YOU NOT 
HYPERBOLE? THINK... 
YOU'RE SPEAKING 
AS IF YOU'VE 
BECOME THE 
GOD OF WAR OR 
SOMETHING. 

















YOU SAYING, 
GENERAL VON 
ZETTOUR? 










CONSIDER 


Achieving RECAPONA 


VICTORY BY 

attacking "ME... 
THE ENEMY 
CASTLE 







«FORCING 
THEM TO SIGN 
A CAPITULATION 
COULD WORK. 


LOOKING 
AT THE 
cit, TeRRiale 
stems Ye 







































BLOOD- 
LETTING 
«CONTINUE ae 
UNTIL ONE fave 
POWER on) 
OR THE hee 
OTHER... 







CAN'T 
TAKE ANY 
MORE... 


| 
wi TAAL hal Wl 


il 





BUT THAT 
wolP WE WOULDN'T 
BE THE 
CASE... 
DEFINITION 
OF VICTORY. 


BELIEVE 
THAT... 





wl WE 
REACH 
PEACE... 



















NO, 
_\ BUT... _1 SUPPORT 
THE OFFENSIVE 
AS SUCH. 


«-GENERAL 
VON ZETTOUR, o 
YOU MEAN YOU |” 

OPPOSE THE 
OFFENSIVE? 


w MODIFY ITS 
OPERATIONAL 
AIMS. 


my i] 
| | 


+ CRUSH 
THE ENEMY'S 
ABILITY TO f 
CONTINUE [ “\ | J | 
FIGHTING. Ht (\ BLO01 uit li 
Wy d \ ~“ 


\M\ 
\| i 


My) 


ey xt iil Hh 
i “sy MN il 





<4 CRUSH THE 4 
= ENEMY'S & 
ABILITY... 





EVERY WORD 
THAT YOLING 
SOLDIER— 


L/BRARY, 





SHOCK 
HEARING Fr egir 


4 : HER SPEAK 

se AND THE pelea 
TERRIBLE “Ul SIONATELY 
SHAPE : : | ABOUT SUCH 


Tite WAR : WEAN 4 A HORRIBLE 
would c es - 


TAKE, 


EVERYTHING 1S 
PROGRESSING 
\ i JUST AS SHE 
SURPRISED, 4 ‘ : SAID IT WOULD... 


































COMMON 
SENSE AND 

PRINCIPLES CAN 

CHANGE IN AN 
INSTANT ON THE + HAS. 

BATTLEFIELD. THAT GIRL, 

THERE AREN'T MAJOR VON 
MANY SOLDIERS DEGURECHAFF, 

vaMuUCH WHO CAN ADAPT PREDICTED? 





70 THE DEMON 
piece CALLED WAR... 







OBJECTIVE 
SHOULDN'T 
BE POSITIONS 


THE ENEMY 
UNTIL THEY 
COLLAPSE 

FROM THE 

BLOOD LOSS. 


A | 
a RIYING | 
HORRIFYING “|| 
PLAN... 














m ...GENERAL 
VON 
ZETTOUR. 




















ONCE 
THEY REALIZE 








oe WE'LL 








THEY CAN THOROUGHLY 
“WELL NO_LONGER PUMMEL ENEMY 
BE ABLE To © CONTINUE SOLDIERS AND 
NeGcoTiate 7 FIGHT... SUPPLIES. 
FAVORABLE 
TERMS. 


I ASK THAT 
WE DRAW UP 
AN OFFENSIVE 

PLAN WITH 
THOSE AIMG... 





awa 
conATTERD 


I AGREE. 





\ < THE ONLY 
#6 % WAY FOR 
ae -. US TO SEIZE 
FOCUS ON NIGRORN. 
ANNIHILATING 
THE ENEMY’S 
FIELD ARMY. 


REGARDLESS 


vl HAVE TO POSTERITY 
STEEL MY WILL JUDGE 
RESOLVE 


HERE, 














PRECEDENT 
OF THE 


























OSFIORD 
IF GOING hes sey 
BY SEA IS THAT THE 
TOUGH THIS > BASICALLY, AmPHIBloUS 
TAG, THEN Ad» WE JUST OPERATION 
WE'LL DO IT NEED TO BE PROPOSED 





: ABLE TO EARLIER 
BY LAND. ENVELOP WOULD BE 


EFFECTIVE. 


AS AN 
OPERATIONS 
OFFICER, YOU 

OF ALL PEOPLE 

SHOULD KNOW 

THERE ARE 
NO OPENINGS 
ON THE RHINE 

LINESH! 


By 
wHere AND? 
ARE WE 
SUPPOSED 
TO FLANK 
THEM BY 
LANDII? 


+ HAVE 
TO CREATE 


ONE. 





a eS 






THEN, WHEN 


















THE ENEMY 
7) j LEAVES THEIR 
WE POSITION... 
ADVANCE 
“ESCAPE INTO IT. 
FORWARD.” 










THEY'LL ‘ 













Pe ces tea OBJECTIVE 
ISA 
IN THE POSITION. 










But We — BLINK OF Our 

WON'T BEAN EYE. OBJECTIVE IS 
CLINGING TO THEIR HUMAN 
A POSITION, RESOURCES. 
WON'T LOSE 







ANYTHING. 






WE WILL 








POWERFUL 
MOBILE 
BLITZ. 






AGAINST 
THOSE 
SOLDIERS. 





DSR Yn 
i 
I 











IN THIS: 

EVER-SO-CALM 
ATMOSPHERE, 

THE COFFEE 
MY ADJUTANT 
PREPARED |S 

EVEN REAL 
BEANS, NOT 


A CONSIDERATE 
FORMER 


SCHOOLMATE 
TUCKED SOME 
CHOCOLATE INTO 
THE CARGO. 


NO BOOMING 
OF ARTILLERY 
THIS MORNING, 
NO RUSHING TO 
COMMAND IN AN 

EMERGENCY. 


THE SUPPLIES 
FROM ARENE 
ALL ARRIVED 
AS ORDERED. 





THERE WAS 

THAT ISSUE 
WITH WARRANT 

OFFICER 

KAHTEIJANEN. 

MAYBE THIS 
FOOD 1S SOME 
KIND OF TRAB...? 


weet 4 
vou JUST S 


GOBBLING 
uP your 
FooD THE 
SAME WAY, 
LIEUTENANT? 


IS THIS 
ASIGN THAT 
SOMETHING 

HORRIBLE 
/S GOING TO 

HAPPEN? 





1 THE 
203” USED 
AGAINST THAT 
REPUBLICAN 
ARTILLERY 

POSITION. 


IN PARTICULAR, 
THE WAY THE 
AERIAL MAGES 
OPERATE? 


WELL, THE 
ONLY OTHER 
THING THEY 

COULD COPY... 


vil ONE THING 
THE WAY THE FOTHERING 
REPUBLICANS = ME 
ATTACKED OUR 
ARTILLERY. 


IS THE 
REPUBLI- 
CAN ARMY 
MIMICKING 
OuR 
TACTICS? 


A COMMANDER 
OR A STAFFER 
WHO'S A QUICK 
























































































| 


Hy ! wae a Nt 


@ 























YOU'VE BEEN 
SUMMONED 
TO APPEAR 
IMMEDIATELY. 























Mh 


1) Nc ni 
\ ‘| US AA 


ah } 


VW WS 
J yy If 
H 
WE'RE (N 
NG TO \ HEROES! 
FREE ARENE I, WANTO, £ 
76 


SHALL 


MAY GO. 
PROTECT THE 
FRANGO/S 
REPUBLICII! 


|e he Saga of Y 
es out, 


PGLOSSICV craps 


Attack Plan 


) A plan to actively and aggressively seek out and defeat the enemy; 
dispensable for a military victory. All defensive battles had been thought 
Of as buying time until a shift to offense was possible. But in modern trench 
warfare, the defensive position is strikingly advantageous, which is what led 
to the stalemate on the Rhine lines. 
) So too did the trenches stretch from Switzerland to the North Sea on the 
historical western front, extending toward the water during the “race to the 
“sea.” With that example as a reference, there probably really weren’t any 
openings on the Rhine lines; they would be difficult to flank, impossible to 
envelop, and you'd end up with a mountain of corpses if you decided to make 
@ frontal assault. A “deadlock” indeed. 





Dodobird Strait 
A narrow strait that lies between the Commonwealth and the continent. 
Imperial ships would have to sail through it to reach the coast of the Republic. 


The distance across it as the crow flies is only about 34 km—so narrow that 
“it’s possible for a strong swimmer to cross. 


Capitulation 


A document that is the instrument of surrender which the victorious 
demand of the defeated, stipulating that futher hostilities are prohibited and 
the victor’s orders must be obeyed. There are unconditional surrenders and 
conditional surrenders; in the latter case, surrender will only be accepted if 
the victor fulfills certain promises set forth by the defeated party. 

Another way to end a war is for the belligerent states to negotiate a peace 
agreement. But in modern wars, where invasion became recognized as an 
international crime, the invaders tend to demand unconditional surrender 
Since it is nigh impossible to consider sitting down as equals with your 
enemy. To further set the scene, in the age of total war, after spending so much 
money and sacrificing so many lives, it would likely be impossible to get the 
government or the people to accept middling peace terms. This is all to say 

Gi @ modern state would prefer to fight until it has wrung out its last drop 


of blood. 


)) Making Peace 


Reconciliation between fighting states; the agreement to end the war and 

| restore peace. Both sides meet as equals to discuss and then sign a peace treaty 

) that covers possession of land, reparations, and how to maintain peace going 

“forward. Unlike cease fires and armistices, the reconciliation stage means the 
complete end of the war and the restoration of diplomatic relations. 








vba) 
‘ Glossary Chapter 52 


National Defense 





Maintaining a nation’s independence from outsider invaders. 

Bizarrely, neither the Reich, the Entente Alliance, nor the Republic had 
any intention of invading; they were all most concerned with protecting 
themselves. Nevertheless, hostilities were opened, and all the countries 
consider themselves to be fighting a war of national defense. 


Field Army 


The units an army possesses that get deployed outside of cities and conduct 
Offensives. The opposite of a garrison, which defends a city or position. 

Since the advent of modern war, when strategic maneuver battles became 
possible, staff officers have been forced to rack their brains over whether to 
target enemy cities or the enemy field army, which was capable of attacking 
them. But as trench tactics became more prevalent, war changed from being 
about maneuver battles to pushing lines back and forth, and the field army 
changed from groups called units to lines. You could say the rules were 
changed from a “game of finding and defeating the enemy” to a “contest over 
positions.” 

You might think that due to this paradigm shift, the notion that the enemy 
field army could be obliterated through a maneuver battle would cease to 
exist, but Generals von Zettour and von Rudersdorf have flipped the “position 
contest” paradigm back over, making it possible to conduct a huge maneuver 
battle by luring the enemy troops into their own position. You could say this 
plan was possible because they shifted their aim away from control over cities 
and land to weakening the enemy’s “national strength” itself. 


Maneuver Battle 


A form of combat that emphasizes mobility over firepower. Maneuvering 
isn’t simply moving—it means having the right forces in the right places. 

The most famous maneuver battle in history is probably the blitzkrieg 
the German armored divisions carried out for the invasion of France during 
World War Il. The word blitzkrieg has various contextual meanings, but in. 

) operational and tactical usage, it refers to the armored unit doctrine Guderian 
brought to fruition out of the lessons learned in World War I’s trenches. Its 
Characteristics include, among other points, concentrated commitments of 
armored units and aircraft as well as deep, swift, surprise breakthroughs at 
the front. Having come through the Ardennes forest and taken Sedan, Guderian 

“revolving door” that would allow the 
Germans to envelop the Allied forces. As the General Staff has tried to abandon 
the trenches in favor of maneuver battles, they may already have one foot in 
this era. 
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